
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 17, 2020 
News Release – For Immediate Use 
 
 
SPECIAL EFFECTS TO THE COVID-19 RESCUE 
 
 
LOS ANGELES, CA. – A group of Special Effects wizards recently discovered a trove of 
science and medical reports spanning back to the 1940’s covering studies on using 
Triethylene and Propylene Glycol vapors (theatrical “fog”) as a disinfectant to combat 
viral, bacterial, and fungal microbes. They hope that this established science combined 
with existing technologies can be applied to the fight against Covid-19 air and surface 
contamination.  
 
The Alliance of Special Effects and Pyrotechnic Operators (ASEPO) is a non-profit 
organization founded in 1993 dedicated to promoting safe industrial practices within the 
film, television, and theater industries. In a recent video conference with union 
leadership, the question was raised whether theatrical fog was safe in the new reality of 
Covid-19. Their concern was that the vapors might serve as a carrying agent and assist 
airborne transmission of the contagion.  
 
ASEPO researched the question and found the exact opposite appears to be the case. It 
might actually be lethal to Covid-19, as it has proven to be against other pathogens.  
 
The numerous studies dating back to 1943 were conducted by universities, hospitals, the 
U.S. military, and the FAA, among others, and published in peer-reviewed medical 
journals - American Journal of Medicine, American Journal of Infection Control, Journal 
of Experimental Medicine, American Journal of Public Health, American Journal of 
Hygiene, etc. They concluded that these glycols were not only very safe to use around 
humans, but proved rapidly lethal to influenza virus (PR8 strain), meningopnuemonitis 
virus, psittacosis virus, streptococcus pneumoniae, group C streptococcus, 
staphylococcus albus, Haemophilus influenzae & more. 
 
Although ASEPO initially saw the science as potentially useful on soundstages and 
enclosed sets, it could have farther-reaching contributions to theaters, churches, schools, 
retail stores, manufacturing, cruise ships, hotels, public transportation, etc. Best of all, 
minimal amounts of the vapors at invisible levels are sufficient to be highly effective. 
They compiled this information and found receptive interest in it from various industry 
task forces including Disney, Viacom, IATSE, and several others. 
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We are experts in special effects, not medicine and infectious diseases,” says ASEPO 
board member Clark James. “But this evidence looked pretty compelling, so we moved to 
get the data into the hands of medical experts to determine if it can help get us back to 
work sooner and safer. We already have the materials and equipment and know it’s safe 
to use around people, especially at the very low levels shown to be effective as a 
disinfectant.” 
 
The primary drawbacks cited were dealing with the environmental conditions of open 
windows and doors, keeping the air moving to evenly disperse the vapors, and constantly 
replenishing lost vapors. It won’t work well outdoors, but in the closed environments of 
soundstages and theaters it can be much better controlled. Also, since invisible levels of 
the vapors are likely preferred, a measurement device will need to be employed in the 
system, which is much simpler with modern technologies. 
 
Of course, further testing will need to be conducted to determine the effects the vapors 
have specifically on Covid-19, but there is reason to be hopeful since it has worked on 
similar pathogens. That’s where the medical science experts will have to take over.  
 
ASEPO has posted all of the reports they compiled on their website for easy access by 
interested parties, and can be found at asepo.org/safesmoke. 
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